COAST NEWs
COALITION FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION
Walk-Bike-Bus-Rail
COAST provides advocacy, education and outreach to improve
transportation options in the Santa
Barbara and Ventura regions, promoting rail, bus, bike, and pedestrian access.

How to reach us
COAST
P.O. Box 2495
Santa Barbara, CA 93120
Phone: (805) 875-3562
info@coast-santabarbara.org
www.coast-santabarbara.org

E-mail discussion list
Participate in discussions of local
and regional transportation issues;
receive notices of meetings and
events. Subscribing is free. Just email us and we'll add you.

COAST General Meeting
Our General Meetings discuss
transportation issues affecting
the Santa Barbara region. Meetings are open to the public. Location: 11 E. Carrillo Street,
Santa Barbara. They are held
the second Wednesday of each
month, 12 noon to 1:15 pm.
Please check our website for
updates.

Walking Wednesdays
COAST organizes monthly walking tours on the fourth Wednesday of each month March thru
October that are free and open
to the public. Check our website
for schedule.

Support COAST
COAST depends on you to create better transportation options
in Santa Barbara and beyond.
Support COAST by making a
donation. Just use the enclosed
envelope. Thank you!
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Ten Years late, there is a Train Coming
By Michael Gibian

Twelve
years
ago, the stakeholder consensus from the 101
In Motion process was that a
‘lane and a train’
were needed to
meet transportation needs in the
South Coast corridor
between
Santa Barbara
and
Ventura.
Current
traffic
modelling shows
that
widening
Hwy 101 will
only shift peak
The SB Amtrak Station is crowded during the Hwy 101 closure.
hour congestion
Photo: Daniel Girard, Traffic Solutions
on the 101, moving the backups north, impacting more SBCAG will use up to $2.5M of Measure
South Coast residents while easing the A funds to subsidize the train service to
commute from Ventura. Congestion on enable low fares for train riders.
Santa Barbara’s surface streets will increase when the widening is completed. During the January disaster, the train
Urban areas throughout the world have provided a transportation lifeline for many
discovered that adding freeway capacity when the freeway was closed. Surfliner
provides only short-term congestion re- ridership spiked. The LOSSAN (Los Anlief, and that induced traffic quickly con- geles - San Diego - San Luis Obispo)
sumes added highway capacity.
Rail Corridor Agency and SBCAG were
The better solution, and the only one that able to quickly add more train cars to
provides long-term, sustainable transpor- transport more of the 11,000 daily Ventutation capacity, is rail. COAST and oth- ra-based commuters and others. Local
ers negotiated hard to ensure that the sustainable transportation advocates are
Measure A expenditure plan included
working to make the retimed Surfliner
$25M to provide the dedicated commuter
rail service envisioned in the 101 In Mo- service an attractive alternative to driving
tion report, but SBCAG has been unable on the 101 into the future, and will continto make any progress, citing challenges ue our work with SBCAG and LOSSAN to
they experienced with Union Pacific, who add more cars, more trains, and eventuowns the tracks needed for this service.
ally realize the 101 In Motion’s vision of a
In 2008, SBCAG proposed a “near term” robust commuter rail service operating
solution of retiming two Amtrak Surfliner throughout the day between Santa Bartrains to suit Ventura-based commuters. bara and Ventura.
Ten years later, this April 2018, the
Surfliner retiming is set to become a reali- Michael Gibian is the President of the
ty. SBCAG is working with local transit Transportation Futures Committee.
providers, non-profits and cities to provide “last mile” bus, vanpool and
bikeshare services for train riders.

Safer Routes to School in Goleta and Santa Barbara
By Barry Remis with contributions by Andie Bridges

Green is for riders, red and white is for walkers only

The months of January and February saw the completion
of two milestone Active Transportation Program (ATP) projects in Goleta and Santa Barbara, and they both bring
improved access and a safer route for area students to
and from their schools. Here we celebrate the new Hollister Avenue Class I MultiUse Path and the even-newer Cota Street Protected Bike Lane!

Ellwood fourth graders on a safety walk

Meanwhile, the 2016 update of Santa Barbara’s Bicycle
Master Plan has officially spawned its very first project as
Cota Street just received the City’s first Class IV Protected
Bike Lane! Running one-way southbound along the West
side of the street from Milpas to Chapala Streets, the new
bike lane uses new striping to create a ‘protected’ bike
lane, buffered from motor vehicle traffic by a 2-3 foot divider marking, similar to the bike lane buffer on Bath Street,
A safer, off-the-road pathway along the Hollister Avenue Meigs Road and Shoreline Drive.
corridor from Pacific Oaks Road to Ellwood Elementary
School has long been a vision of the City of Goleta and But what makes the new Cota bike lane stand apart from
area residents. The Hollister Class I MultiUse Path was other S.B. bike lanes are the new cylindrical delineators
constructed from May, 2017 thru January, 2018 using a placed every 25-30 feet from Milpas Street to Santa Barba$1.6 million ATP grant awarded from the state. Early in ra Street. These reflective vertical posts act as a physical
January, COAST’s Safe Routes to School team was divider so that cyclists not only have their own lane of travpleased to partner with the City of Goleta and Ellwood el, but can ride with an added sense of safety knowing
School to provide educational training on the safe use of they have that extra 3-dimensional buffer between them
the MultiUse Path for all Ellwood students at every grade
and motorists. It will provide a safer route for SB Junior
level. On January 23rd, the City held a community meeting
at Ellwood School where Public Works staff and COAST High School students. Along with new Class II bike lanes
presented to the public and residents were able to ask also just installed along Rancheria Street on the Westside,
questions and voice concerns. The project team took note this is a big, bold step for the greater good of active, sustainable transportation in Santa Barbara. Check it out next
of suggestions for future improvements.
time you ride!
Just over a month in on the completed project it’s evident
that use of the Hollister Class I MultiUse Path is booming
with more kids, parents, strollers, seniors and cyclists than
ever before, enjoying the much-improved safety of this
new Active Transportation facility! Ned Schoenwetter,
Ellwood School Principal, notes that, in addition to helping promote health and safety, the path “is also
strengthening our community, as neighbors walk and
ride together.” And the path’s merits have already been
recognized at high levels with the project recently being
named ‘Santa Barbara County Project of the Year’ by the
S.B./Ventura branch of ACSE (American Civil Service Engineers). While there remain opportunities for improvement, overall progress is notable. “It doesn’t have to be
perfect to be remarkable,” said COAST Instructor Nancy
Eckert. “This project is absolutely remarkable.” We encourage everyone to get out there and try out the Hollister
Protected bike lane on Cota Street
MultiUse Path!

Another Grassroots Success Story

Urban Living By Eva Inbar

By Kim Stanley

The Cleveland footpath before and after restoration

What happens when a group of moms are unhappy about a route they and
their elementary school children use to get to and from school everyday? A
much-improved and safer path gets built! Granted, this is also a success story
about being in the right place at the right time.
A group of Cleveland moms were talking about how unsafe the back walkingpath to Cleveland School had become: There was crumbling cement and big
sinkholes caused by erosion. As disrepair sets in, things like used needles
and condoms start showing up- you know the trend.
Fortunately COAST’s Ana Rico was on scene. She invited the moms, led by
Marisol, to one of our Eastside community meetings. They presented their
case vividly. We knew we could support them, but the initiative had to be
theirs. First, we needed to find out who owned the path: Was it the City of
Santa Barbara or the School District? We asked City staff, and the answer
was: the School District. We realized that the School District had just passed
Measure J, and every Santa Barbara School got to submit a wish list of needed repairs.
We knew we needed to make our case immediately as an eroded footpath
might easily be overlooked in favor of other,
flashier projects. So Ana
and a group of moms
spoke during public comment at the next school
board meeting. It was a
case of being in the right
place at the right time.
Two weeks later, we
heard that our project
had been included in the
repair list and even made
a priority. It was built
over the summer. With a
little landscaping TLC, it will be a safe and inviting path for the Cleveland
School community.
Way to go Cleveland moms!

When Peter and Sally Tannenbaum
retired from their teaching jobs at Cal
State Fresno, they wanted to move
back to Santa Barbara, where they
had gone to college. Their children
were grown, and they wanted an
abode smaller and more conveniently
located than their suburban house in
Fresno. They found a lovely condo in
downtown Santa Barbara, about a
block from the Arlington. Condos
downtown are not cheap, but trading
their Fresno house for the new, smaller place made the deal possible. The
Tannenbaums know four or five other
couples in similar circumstances who
sold their homes and made the move
downtown. One lady lives in Alma del
Pueblo, having sold her house in Montecito. All of them desired to drive less
and live more. They wanted to live
downtown in a city that is beautiful and
incredibly walkable.
According to
Walkscore, downtown SB is both a
walker’s and a biker’s paradise.
Peter and Sally share a car, but they
don’t use it very much – maybe once a
week. Walking is both more practical
and more enjoyable. They walk to the
farmers’ market twice a week. They
never miss First Thursday on State
Street. In February, they visited Santa
Barbara Film Festival shows every
day. They love to attend performances
at the Arlington, the Granada or the
SOhO, sometimes going at the spur of
the moment, just because it is so
easy. They walk to the beach with
friends three times a week, having
lunch in the Funk Zone. They attend
lectures and take part in various activities since everything is so close and
easy to reach. They still enjoy discovering the hidden treasures and paseos
of our city. This is urban living at its
best. It keeps Peter and Sally happy,
healthy and busy in retirement.
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You are invited to a new season of Walking Wednesdays!

Advisory Board
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Staff
Joanna Kaufman (Program Director)
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and Administrator)
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Vanessa Rencher (Instructor)
Brianna Duffy (High School liaison)
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Raise Money for COAST
when you shop at Amazon!
It’s
easy.
Just
go
to
Smile.Amazon.com, then to
Your Account and select Coalition for Sustainable Transportation as your preferred
charity. A portion of your purchase with go to COAST at no
cost to you. Thank you!

Above: A group of happy walkers in 2016. Below: Anthony Grumbine in action
Our Walking Wednesday program will start
again in March with a walk led by one of
our longtime favorite docents, Anthony
Grumbine (pictured at right). This walk is
on March 28th, so get your walking shoes
ready! In April, we will enjoy another
health walk with Gerri French from Sansum Clinic. Later in the year, we will have
walks led by Dennis Allen and Dave Davis, as well as a tour of the lovely Arboleda Acres neighborhood led by Autumn
Brook. We will be adding more walks, so
please check our website.
Walking Wednesdays are the fourth
Wednesday of each month, 5:30pm to 7
pm. Led by a wonderful knowledgeable
docent, we discover a new corner of Santa
Barbara each time.
Our thanks go to our 2018 season sponsors, Allen Construction, Harrison Design Associates, Sansum Clinic/Healthy
People Healthy Trails and AFSB Historic Sabado & Domingo Walking Tours.

