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Our board is growing! From left: Board member Larry Bickford, Project Director Erisy 

Watt, Board Member Kate Deutsch-Burgner with Baby Ella, Secretary Sally Tannen-

baum, President Eva Inbar, Treasurer Greg Janee. Not present are Vice President 

Mark Bradley and Board Member Doris Phinney. If you would like to nominate some-

one for our board, including yourself, please let us know! 

 

 

 

Walk-Bike-Bus-Rail 

COAST provides advocacy, educa-
tion and outreach to improve trans-
portation options in the Santa Bar-
bara and Ventura regions, promot-
ing rail, bus, bike, and pedestrian 
access.  

How to reach us 

COAST 

P.O. Box 2495 

Santa Barbara, CA 93120 

Phone: (805) 875-3562 

info@coast-santabarbara.org 

www.coast-santabarbara.org 

E-mail discussion list 

Participate in discussions of local 
and regional transportation issues; 
receive notices of meetings and 
events. Subscribing is free and 
easy. Just visit: 

http://groups.google.com/group/
coastsb  

COAST General Meeting 

Our General Meetings  discuss 
transportation issues affecting 
the Santa Barbara region. Meet-
ings are open to the public. Lo-
cation: 15 E. Carrillo Street, 
Santa Barbara. They are held 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, 12 noon to 1:15 pm. 
Please check our website for 
updates. 

Walking Wednesdays 

COAST organizes monthly walk-
ing tours on the fourth Wednes-
day of each month  that are free 
and open to the public. Check 
our website for schedule.  

Support COAST 

COAST depends on you to cre-
ate better transportation options 
in Santa Barbara and beyond. 
Support COAST by making a 
donation. Just use the enclosed 
envelope. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

This fall, the Santa Barbara City Council 
will be taking a closer look at Vision Zero. 
What would it mean for Santa Barbara to 
adopt a Vision Zero policy? 
Just to remind our readers, Vision Zero 
holds that most traffic injuries and fatali-
ties can be prevented through a concert-
ed effort to improve infrastructure, en-
forcement and education. In US cities, 
the burden of traffic collisions falls heavily 
on the non- motorized users: bicyclists 
and pedestrians. In Santa Barbara, 61% 
of injuries and fatalities between 2004 
and 2013 were vulnerable users. Among 
cities of comparable size, Santa Barbara 
ranks high for both bicyclist and pedestri-
an collisions.  
While fatalities among motorists have 
been declining for decades due to tech-
nical advances like seat belts and air 
bags, fatalities among vulnerable users 
are on the rise. In California, pedestrian 
fatalities rose again in 2015 by an esti-
mated 10%.  

Finally, government is taking notice. In 
2014, Secretary of Transportation, Antho-
ny Foxx, issued a challenge to US 
mayors to make their cities‟ streets safe 
for all users, particularly the most vulner-
able ones.  Our mayor, Helen Schneider, 
took the challenge.  Now she has a 
chance to act on it.  
We do not have to reinvent the wheel 
when adopting a Vision Zero program. In 
California alone, San Diego, Los Angeles, 
San Jose, San Francisco and San Mateo 
have such a program in place. Goleta is 
interested too. A Vision Zero program 
usually consists of a policy statement fol-
lowed by a plan that outlines concrete 
steps to implement the policy. Find out 
more about Vision Zero by visiting us on 
the web at www.visionzerosb.org, like us 
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
We need everyone‟s help to make Vision 
Zero a reality in Santa Barbara. 
 

Vision Zero returns to City Council By Eva Inbar 

Our board is growing! From left: Board member Larry Bickford, Project Director Erisy 

Watt, Board Member Kate Deutsch-Burgner with Baby Ella, Secretary Sally Tannen-

baum, President Eva Inbar, Treasurer Greg Janee. Not present are Vice President 

Mark Bradley and Board Member Doris Phinney. If you would like to nominate some-

one for our board, including yourself, please let us know. We invite you to join us.  

mailto:info@coast-santabarbara.org
http://www.coast-santabarbara.org/


The fountain courtyard of the Spanish Garden Inn 
will once again serve as the venue for COAST‟s fall event 
on Oct. 13, 5 to 7PM. 

The Inn, owned by long time COAST supporters 
Gail Elnicky and Rich Untermann, is located in the heart 
of the historic Presidio District. “When we built the Inn in 
2001,” Elnicky explained, “we wanted to build a place that 
offered visitors an in-town intimate experience.”  

“Walkability was important. We envisioned a hotel 
where guests could venture out and explore the rich texture 
of our city by foot or by bicycle. There is a rhythm to down-
town Santa Barbara. There are unexpected surprises and 
magical paseos waiting to be explored and we wanted our 
guests to experience them. Finally, we wanted our guests 
to be able to return at the end of the day to a quiet, inviting 
refuge where they could relax and rest.”  

Inspired by the small hotels found in Spain, Italy 
and France, the Inn design resembles a small village.  It 
consists of a number of small buildings surrounding a gar-
den courtyard. From the moment you open the front door, 
you enter a calm, intimate space.  The architecture, which 
pays close attention to detail, reflects the charm and ro-
mance of old California and the colors mirror the rich hues 
found on the California Coast and countryside. 

Elnicky shared, “Rich and I conceived this as a sto-
ry to interpret - that of being invited as a guest to the most 
elegant Spanish home here in the old Historic District, to 
wander through the paseos and courtyards and feel as if 
you are in an old Spanish Village. When my background 
(architectural design of Interpretive Centers and study of 
what makes cities livable) combined with Rich‟s great expe-
rience and interests (urban design and ability to conceive 
and build complex, rich textural places), we were able to 
make that story come alive.‟  

She added, “That story is still the mission state-
ment for how we run the hotel, how we work with the staff, 
and what we encourage our guests to do as they explore 
the city and then come back „home‟.” 

 “The Inn was built using a spirit of collabora-
tion.  Inspired by our early design ideas, local architect Bri-
an Cearnal brought the design into its basic form.  Working 
closely with Dr. Jerry Jackman, former executive director 
of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation, and 
Grant House, planning commissioner, the complex issues 
of placing the Inn within the historic district were re-
solved.  Finally, with the help of Contractor Mark Edwards, 
Barbara Chen Lowenthal, Chris DeRose, and many 
amazing craftsmen, the project evolved into the property 
today. “ 

Fortunately, COAST supporters will get to experi-
ence the charm and romance of the Spanish Garden Inn at 
their autumn fete. The event will be held in the Garden 
Courtyard. 

 

 

The Story of the Spanish Garden Inn    
Sally Tannenbaum interviews Gail Elnicky 

Postcards from Quebec 

My family recently vacationed in Québec and, as is our 
custom, took public transportation everywhere. 

À vélo 

We were miserable.  Riding bikes up Rue Berri, we were 
hemmed in between buses and trucks that showed no 
inclination to slow down or yield on one side, and parked 
cars on the other.  It only added to my worries that my 
daughters, of a certain age, refused to wear helmets (“it‟s 
too hot!”).  Our destination was Parc du Mont-Royal, Mont-
réal‟s version of Central Park, and I can report after the 
fact that it is a truly delightful place for a bike ride.  Our 
problem now was getting to it from across town.  We could 
have taken the metro, in combination with renting a “BIXI”, 
Montréal‟s ubiquitous short-hop bike rental system, but the 
rental shop suggested we just ride across the city and 
take certain streets that had bike lanes.  And now I‟m won-
dering, just where is this blasted bike lane?  Oh, there it is: 
a beautiful two-way mini-street for bicycles on the other 
side of the boulevard, separated from traffic by a wide 
curb, with its own traffic signals and street markings.  It 
didn‟t even occur to me to look over there— and that says 
something not about Montréal, but about my preconcep-
tions coming from Santa Barbara.   I read later that Mont-
réal‟s big push to support bicycling began in the 1970s, 
when activists staged “die-ins” using ketchup.  Their ac-
tions definitely paid off.  

Sur le train 

“It‟s crazy!  I tell you, this is just crazy!” 

“Yeah, what‟s up today?” 

That‟s the conversation I overheard between two rail 
clerks, bemoaning the fact that our train was arriving, wait 
for it... 20 minutes late.  Gratifying as it was to hear their 
dedication to punctuality, we found the train to Québec 
City just satisfactory.  The route is not particularly scenic; 

By Greg Janee 

Biking in Parc du Mont-Royal, Montreal 

Continued on next page 



Recently I sat down with 
Rob Dayton and Peter 
Brown with the City of San-
ta Barbara on the recently 
approved 2016 Bicycle 
Master Plan (BMP).  Many 
of the 1998 BMP low-cost 
projects were implemented; 
adding bike lanes to road-
ways with sufficient width.  
However it was 18 years 
since the last update and to 
ensure competitiveness for 
new Caltrans Active Trans-
portation Program (ATP) 
funding, a major BMP up-
date was necessary.  In 
2013 a Measure A 
$130,000 Bicycle-
Pedestrian Grant requiring a city match 
propelled the city into starting the ro-
bust BMP update.  A traditional public 
feedback approach would be to invite 
participants to attend various city hear-
ings.  For this BMP update that was 
insufficient.  City Council directed 
transportation planning to engage the 
public in neighborhood-based sessions 
with no assumed outcomes.  As identi-
fied by the community, BMP goals 
must be 1) safety for all road users, 2) 
closing gaps in the bicycle network, 3) 
complete streets and multi -modal ac-

cess, and 4) Santa Barbara style infra-
structure. 
 
The media reported that “Few city 
planning projects in recent memory 
have stirred interest and garnered pub-
lic participation the way Santa Bar-
bara‟s Bicycle Master Plan has.”  Pro-
posed projects that became controver-
sial revolved around on-street public 
right of way parking: who wants it, who 
gets it, and proximity of available spac-
es to businesses and residents.  Santa 
Barbara parking controversies have a 
long history.  Change is uncomfortable, 

but thoughtful change 
for current and future 
needs is enlightened 
community planning. 
 
If new ATP funding is 
secured, the big pro-
jects are Las Positas-
Modoc Road Class I 
Bike Lane ($15M), Ali-
sos Bike Boulevard 
with Cota/Haley Green 
Lanes ($3.5 M), plus 
Sola and Chino Bike 
Boulevards ($4.5 M).  
If these grants are de-
nied, lower-cost re-
striping projects will be 
implemented.  Recent 

good news: the city was awarded 
$470,000 in new Measure A funding 
for “green conflict striping” focused on 
improving bicyclist safety at State, Co-
ta, and Haley Street intersections. 
 
Given COAST‟s mission including im-
proving “transportation options”, the 
BMP in many ways will improve pedes-
trian-bicycle safety and connectivity!  
One of the biggest ways this will occur 
is through implementation of bike 
boulevards, all of which include traffic 
calming and pedestrian crossing im-
provements. 

An Interview with Rob Dayton and Peter Brown 

By Deborah L. Schwartz 

Postcards from Quebec, continued from p. 2 

the seats were a little threadbare; and 
the train, just as it does here, pulls 
over to give priority to every passing 
freight train (clearly, freight pays more 
than passengers).  But there were 
electrical outlets and fast wifi, and an 
attendant who brought a food cart by 
every hour.  What‟s not to like? 

Sur le bus 

Returning from Montmorency Falls on 
a public bus, I was growing increas-
ingly worried: we appeared to be 
heading away from our hotel, which 
portended a long walk home in the 
rain.  The street names weren‟t match-
ing up with the route I had previously 
looked up on Google, and my phrase-
book French wasn‟t helping me under-
stand the driver‟s announcements.  
There was still some hope: an immedi-
ate left turn could rectify things.  But 
we were in the far right lane, discharg-

ing passengers at each stop, and the 
street was far too congested for our 
articulated bus to ever cross over.  It 
did not bode well.  But then, a miracle: 
at the next intersection the bus some-
how turned left in front of everybody!  
How could that happen without a ca-
cophony of horns, let alone a colli-
sion?  I found out later that Québec 
has “transit priority signals”: a special 
light that sits above the red signal that 
can be activated by a bus driver, and 
that shuts the intersection down and 
lets the bus do whatever it wants.  
Talk about priorities! 

À pied 

Québec City has a wonderful Europe-
an-style old town, with meandering 
cobblestone streets, oddly-shaped 
squares, buildings that have been re-
purposed many times over, and all 
manner of quirky steps and staircases.  

The streets are so narrow there is no 
separation to speak of between pe-
destrians and cars; instead, all more 
or less share the same space.  I love 
walking through these kinds of areas 
because they feel so organic.  Rather 
than being the result of a master de-
sign or any unifying principle, they re-
flect centuries of small, incremental 
changes that can result in an urban 
space that meets its citizens‟ needs 
like a well-worn glove.  But what about 
the disabled?  Surely their needs are 
not met by cobblestones and steps.  
Ah, but hotels and shops have wood-
en temporary ramps custom-fitted to 
their steps.  When a wheelchair ap-
proaches, a clerk sets the ramp on the 
steps, wheels the person in, then sets 
the ramp back aside. This compro-
mise appears to work and allows the 
city to retain its historic charm. 



 

P.O. Box 2495 

Santa Barbara, CA 93120 

COAST Board of Directors 

Eva Inbar, President 

Mark Bradley, Vice President 

Sally Tannenbaum, Secretary 

Greg Janee, Treasurer 

Larry Bickford, Director 

Kate Deutsch-Burgner, Director 

Doris Phinney, Director 

 

Advisory Board 

Matt Dobberteen 

Kent Epperson 

Brian Fahnestock 

Ed France 

Grant House 

Steve Maas 

Alex Pujo 

Helene Schneider 

Rich Untermann 

 

Staff 

Erisy Watt (Project Director) 

Kim Stanley (SR2S coordinator) 

Nancy Eckert (SR2S instructor) 

Barry Remis (SR2S instructor) 

Jody Nelson (SR2S instructor) 

Ana Rico (Organizer) 

 

 

 

Raise Money for COAST 
when you shop at Amazon! 

It‟s easy. Just go to 
Smile.Amazon.com, then to 
Your Account and select Co-
alition for Sustainable Trans-
portation as your preferred 
charity. A portion of your pur-
chase with go to COAST at 
no cost to you. Thank you! 

We thank our  Individual Supporters 

 

We thank these people who joined COAST or renewed their support during the past 
three months: John Sonquist, Erika Lindemann, Frank Schmidt, Annmarie Rogers,  
Linda Hill, Neil and Suzanne Ablitt, John Cinatl, Dave and Jean Davis, Sherrie 
Fisher, Ed France, KK Holland, Wilson Hubbell, Kim Stanley, John Mealy, Nina 
Dunbar, Carol Eichler, Len and Barbara Kaplan, DeDe Parrett, Eve Sanford, 
Heather McDaniel, Jerry and Sue DeRose, John and Nan Bedford, Hal Conklin, 
Drew Hunter, Nancy Murdock, Dick and Mickey Flacks, John Kirk, Marty and Joe 
Blum, Robert Adams and Nancy Caponi, Meredith McMinn, Deborah Schwartz 
and Hap Ziegler, Mary Ann Theilmann, Vijaya Jammalamadaka, Bob and Ellen 
Lilley, Sally Tannenbaum. 

We thank our Major Supporters 
McCune Foundation, Cottage Health, Sansum Clinic,  and Santa Barbara 100 are 
supporting our major projects. Further thanks go to our business sponsors, Allen Con-
struction, Harrison Design Associates, Deckers Outdoor Corporation and to our 
special benefactor Stephen Murdoch. 

COAST’s Annual Fall Gathering is coming 

Thursday, October 13th,  5-7 PM  

at the Spanish Garden Inn. 

You are invited to  join us as we honor Kent Epperson  

with the 2016 Barry Siegel Award. 

 

.  

The Spanish Garden Inn. Watercolor by Rich Untermann 


