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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The South Coast’s Safe Routes to School (SR2S) Program is coordinated by the Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST) and involves the efforts of 20 community partners, including the City and County of Santa Barbara, law enforcement agencies, Partners for Fit Youth, the Diabetes Resource Center, PTA, and more. The program aims to increase the number of children walking and biking to school, providing the opportunity for physical activity twice a day and setting the foundation for a lifetime of healthy habits. Toward this end, we employ four approaches:
· Engineering improvements in the school zone 

· Enforcement of traffic laws 

· Education 

· Encouragement.
COAST helps schools organize activities to encourage children and families to walk or bike to school and to educate them how to do it safely. This is how it works:

The school principal signs a letter of commitment and designates a SR2S coordinator for the school. This can be an assistant principal, a school nurse, a teacher, or a parent. With extensive support from COAST’S SR2S coordinator, the school coordinator oversees the following activities: 

· Organizing special events, such as Walk to School Day and Bike to School Day 

· Taking student mobility surveys once a year 

· Organizing walking school buses and bike trains 

· Initiating regular event days, such as Walk n  Roll Wednesdays  

· Scheduling pedestrian and bicycle safety trainings 

· Exploring how to incorporate SR2S curriculum into the classroom. 
· Developing suggested route to school maps, in conjunction with law enforcement and public works.
COAST and the SR2S partners offer each participating school:

· Assistance with start-up and a website that has all the necessary resources 

· Prizes and guidance for event days 

· Coordination of bicycle and pedestrian safety trainings 

·  Low-cost bicycle helmet distribution 
· Guidance in organizing Walking School Buses and other SR2S activities 

· Community wide SR2S Task force meetings for coordinators
For more information, contact info@coast-santabarbara, or visit the COAST website, www.coast-santabarbara.org.

