
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

COAST 2008 Annual Report  

The Coalition for 
Sustainable 
Transportation 

COAST advocates for 
environmentally, socially, 
and economically 
sustainable transportation 
and reduced dependency 
on automobiles. We work 
towards a vision of well-
planned communities that 
encourage walking, 
bicycling and transit and rail 
as part of everyday life. 

Help COAST fight against 
global warming and air and 
water pollution, and to fight 
for cities and towns where 
automobiles are an option, 
not a necessity.  To join 
COAST or volunteer to help 
out on one of our projects, 
please call us, or else go to 
coast-santabarbara.org 

 

 

 

 
P.O. Box 2495  
Santa Barbara, CA 93120 
 
(805) 875-3562 
 
Printed: October 2008 
 
 

 

Santa Barbara Walks  
Starts Out At a Brisk Pace 
 
Santa Barbara Walks, COASTôs newest project, 
generously funded by the Green Park Foundation, 
works to improve pedestrian safety, infrastructure 
and culture throughout the South Coast. Whether 
we travel by bus, train, car, vanpool, or on foot, we 
often find that we end up needing to walk between 
bus stops, walk from the parking lot or walk from 
where we are able to park our bike. And in Santa 
Barbara, over half of all households own only one 
car or no cars at all. 
 
Santa Barbara Walks is working to: 

¶ raise awareness and build public support for 
walking infrastructure and culture 

¶ advocate for good pedestrian policies in major 
planning efforts  

¶ identify trouble spots and campaign for specific 
pedestrian improvements  

¶ develop resources to aid pedestrians, advocates 
and developers (maps & best practices guides) 

 
In the US, 28% of all trips are less than a mile 
long, yet we use our cars for 66% of these trips, 
thus perpetuating the epidemic of adult and 
childhood obesity and diabetes. Clearly, if we can 
shift more of these trips to walking, we will have 
helped our communityôs and our personal health a 
great deal. Santa Barbara Walks is a long-term 
effort to do just that! We would welcome your 
suggestions, and invite you to participate in 

whatever way you can. 

COAST Board of Directors:  
Standing in photo:  
Kate Bechtel 
Mark Bradley (Treasurer) 
Dick Axelrod  
Dennis Story (Vice President) 
Lee Moldaver   
Sitting in photo:   
Courtney Dietz (Project Director            
for Santa Barbara Walks)  
Alex Pujo (Secretary)  
Eva Inbar (President) 
Absent from photo: 
Grant House 
 
 
COAST Advisory Board: 
Jan Atkins 
Matt Dobberteen 
Ed France 
Steve Maas 
Rick Margolin 
Helene Schneider 

COAST Presents  
Marc Chytilo with 
the First Annual  
Barry Siegel Award 
 
In honor of Barry Siegel, a local 
transportation advocate and founding 
member of COAST who passed away 
during 2007, COAST presented the 
inaugural Barry Siegel Award to local 
attorney and transportation advocate 
Marc Chytilo (here shown with State 
Assemblyman Pedro Nava, left). The 
award was presented at COASTôs 3rd 
Annual Fall Train Party at the Santa 
Barbara Train Station. This yearôs 2nd 
Annual Barry Siegel Award honoree is 
Sherrie Fisher, MTD General Manager. 
 

.  

Safe Routes to School: 

A Growing Success Story  
 
Safe Routes to School is an international 
movement that encourages children to walk or 
bike to school and enables them to do so safely. 
As Congressman Oberstar has famously said, it is 
about ñchanging the habits of an entire 
generation.ò Toward this goal, Safe Routes to 
School uses a comprehensive approach that can 
be described under the four Eôs: Engineering, 
Enforcement, Education and Encouragement. 
 
COAST has coordinated local Safe Routes to 
School projects since 2002. We lead a coalition of 
government agencies and community groups that 
has grown to over 20, and our program is one of 
the best in the nation. We have helped several 
schools get safer sidewalks, crosswalks and bike 
paths. We work with police to ensure enforcement 
of traffic laws around schools. We bring to the 
schools bicycle and pedestrian safety education 
and low-cost or free bicycle helmets. We help 
schools organize Walk to School Day and Bike to 
School Day. Everyone enjoys these events that 
bring out thousands of local children walking and 
biking to school. Overall, more than three quarters 
of local schools now participate in our program. 
 

 

COAST Keeps Gaining Momentum in 2008 
 
In fiscal year 2007-08, COASTôs annual budget grew to over $100,000 for the first time ever. 
Thanks to the generosity of our members and donors, to the McCune Foundation, to the Green 
Park Foundation, to the Fund for Santa Barbara, and to Government Safe Routes to School 
grants, we have been able to expand our projects into new areas, and to hire our first full-time 
salaried staff member (Courtney Dietz, Santa Barbara Walks Project Director) . We ended the 
fiscal year in June with almost $25,000 in reserve, enough to keep our projects going through the 
end of the calender year.  
 
With success comes challenges.  COASTôs challenge is to keep new memberships, donations and 
grants coming in, so that we can keep our current projects going into 2009 and beyond , and so 
that we can begin new projects aimed at making our local and regional transportation systems 
cleaner, safer, and more inclusive. 
 

 
  
 



 

promote economic, social and environmental justice for working people in the region through policy advocacy, research, organizing, leadership development and community building. 

  
 

"Why the folks inside the beltway donôt get it is 
beyond me," said Dukakis, lamenting the Bush 
administrationôs lack of support for rail. 
 
Ventura County Supervisor, Linda Parks spoke 
for a renewed commitment to transit and rail in 
a time when reliance on the single occupant 
vehicle is breaking the bank.  All speakers 
agreed that a fully integrated transit/rail system 
benefiting Ventura County residents working in 
Carpinteria, Santa Barbara, and Goleta could 
provide an economically viable and environ-
mentally sustainable alternative to many years 
of road construction and related congestion. 
 
Our second major forum was held on Amtrakôs 
first annual National Train Day. Following a 
Train Day celebration at the Santa Barbara 
Amtrak station where we handed out Train Day 
goodies and materials provided by Santa 
Barbara Car Free and Coastal Rail Now, a 
public forum was held in Oxnard to discuss the 
need for an integrated regional transit system.  
 

Local experts Rick Cole, Rob Dayton, Linda 
Perez and Ron Bottorf discussed possible 
solutions to the current problems faced by 
commuters in our region. Cole, the City of 
Venturaôs lead planner, stressed the need for 
new land use policies and urban designs that 
will make transit and pedestrian travel more 
efficient and attractive. 
 

Mark Your Calander! 
Michael Dukakis will join us once again at our 

Regional Transit Summit on Sat., January 

24th at the Ventura County Fairgrounds.  
 

N. County Transit 
Is Getting There 
 
Through community involvement, 
technical research, surveys of transit 
users and legal action, COAST has 
succeeded in softening the structural 
bias against public transit prevalent 
in North County governmental 
agencies, and we have influenced 
important transit funding decisions. 
Local transit in Lompoc (COLT) and 
Santa Maria (SMAT) has been 
expanded and a new service (ñThe 
Breezeò) connects both cities and 
Vanden-berg. The City of Santa 
Maria no longer diverts transit 
development funds towards roads. 
This year, the County started a 
vanpool service for farm workers and 
30  vans  will  be  available  as   the 
 

Montecito Kids Get 
Out of the Traffic 
 
Sponsored by a generous grant from 
the Green Park Foundation, COAST 
worked with parents, school 
administrators, county staff and 
Supervisor Carbajal to design a 
footpath leading to Montecito Union 
School (MUS) along busy San Ysidro 
Road.  Currently, people have to 
walk in the bike lane.  The attractive 
natural path, pictured on the right in a 
photomontage, is in keeping with its 
semi rural ambience but at the same 
time ADA compliant. It won a federal  
SRTS  grant , the only project  in  the 
 

COAST Aligns With CAUSE, PUEBLO& VCCool 
to Fight for Regional Rail and Bus Services 

In 2008, COAST began our first major project 
to tackle regional transportation issues that 
cross county lines between Ventura and Santa 
Barbara. Supported by a major grant from the 
McCune Foundation, the Alliance for 
Sustainable and Equitable Regional 
Transportation (ASERT) was born. In 
addition to COAST and PUEBLO, ASERTôs 
key members include two Ventura-based 
organizations: CAUSE, whose focus is on 
social and economic justice and democratic 
participation, and VCCool, whose aim is to 
reduce the causes of global warming. 
 
Ventura County is the most populous county in 
the state without its own transportation sales 
tax. Without it, the county cannot qualify for 
many state and federal funds that are reserved 
for ñself-helpò counties, and it will not be able 
to offer the transit services its residents 
deserve. ASERT is creating a Ventura County 
Transit Funding Task Force to ensure that 
such a measure is on the ballot in 2010, and 
that it will contain substantial dedicated funding 
for new bus and commuter rail services. 
 
In 2008, ASERT hosted two successful forums 
for the experts and the public to get together 
and discuss regional alternative transportation 
here on the South Coast. First, local elected 
officials met at the Faulkner Gallery to address 
a capacity crowd about the possibility of rail as 
a viable transit solution for Santa Barbara and 
Ventura counties. Special guest was former 
Massachusetts Governor and Presidential 
candidate Michael Dukakis, who proclaimed it  
time to get started on the ñSteel Interstateò.  
 

 

The Coalition for a Fair Measure D (CFFMD), a coalition 
of 30 environmental, labor and social equity organizations 
formed in 2006, and was the main force behind creating a 
version of Measure D that would have been one of the 
most environmentally progressive transportation sales tax 
measures in California. Unfortunately, that measure only 
got 55% of the vote in 2006, less than the required two-
thirds majority.  
 
With help from a grant from the Fund for Santa Barbara, 
COAST has continued to spearhead the Coalition to 
ensure that Measure A, the transportation sales tax on the 
Nov.2008 ballot, will be spent not just on roads, but also on 
transit, Safe Routes to School, and other bicycle and 
pedestrian projects. COAST, CoastalRailNow and several 
other Coalition organizations were appointed by SBCAG to 
the Citizensô Policy Advisory Committee that designed the 
expenditure plan for the new measure. During that 
process, COAST was instrumental in getting increased 
commitment of funds toward a new commuter rail system, 
as well as a commit-ment from each local jurisdiction to 
spend at least 10% of their local share of the funds on 
bicycle and pedestrian projects. Measure A would also 
provide dedicated funding to MTD, to help ensure that our 
buses will keep running for the next 30 years. 

 

Coalition Keeps Measure A 

on the Alternative Path 

Das Williams,  Rick Cole,  Marcos Vargas  and Dennis Story 

 

N. County Transit Is Getting 
There 
 
Through community involvement, technical research, surveys 
of transit users and legal action, COAST has succeeded in 
softening the structural bias against public transit prevalent in 
North County governmental agencies, and we have influenced 
important transit funding decisions. Local transit in Lompoc 
(COLT) and Santa Maria (SMAT) has been expanded and a 
new service (ñThe Breezeò) connects both cities and Vanden-
berg. The City of Santa Maria no longer diverts transit 
development funds towards roads. This year, the County 
started a vanpool service for farm workers and 30  vans  will  
be  available  as   the 
 

Montecito Kids Get Out of the 
Traffic 
 
Sponsored by a generous grant from the Green Park 
Foundation, COAST worked with parents, school 
administrators, county staff and Supervisor Carbajal to design a 
footpath leading to Montecito Union School (MUS) along busy 
San Ysidro Road.  Currently, people have to walk in the bike 
lane.  The attractive natural path, pictured on the right in a 
photomontage, is in keeping with its semi rural ambience but at 
the same time ADA compliant. It won a federal  SRTS  grant , 
the only project  in  the 
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CoastalRailNow.org, 

a project of COAST,     
has been the most 
persistent advocate for 
commuter rail service 
between Ventura and 
Santa Barbara counties. 
 
Making commuter rail a 
reality will require strong 
and effective advocacy 
in both counties in the 
coming years. 

Michael Dukakis with  Dennis Story, 

Director of Coastal Rail Now  

New Bike Path Dedicated to Barry Siegel 
 
In April, County Supervisor Salud Carbajal officially christened the Barry Siegel Bike 
Path, connecting Montecito with Summerland. Barry, a long time COAST Board 
Member and dear friend, passed away in 2007. Barry was steadfast in his advocacy 
for alternative transportation, and his experience, knowledge, and attention to detail 
are sorely missed. Barry was an avid walker, and often walked over Ortega Hill along 
the route of the new bike path. Speaking at the dedication (right) along with Sup. 
Carbajal, were Eva Inbar and Alex Pujo of COAST and Barryôs wife, Martha Siegel. 
 
Martha Siegel also made a very generous to COAST in memory of Barry, for which 
we are deeply grateful.  
 

 

 
 

program develops. Our efforts in 
the North County have been made 
possible by generous grants from 
the Fund for Santa Barbara and 
the McCune Foundation, and 
assistance from dedicated 
volunteers, legal counsel and other 
groups, particu-larly PUEBLO and 
SB CAN. 
 
 

 
 
county funded in the fall 2008 grant 
cycle. Soon, children and parents 
walking to MUS, as well as people 
walking to the YMCA, Laguna 
Blanca School, Manning Park, 
Miramar Beach and other 
destinations will be safer  
 
 
 


