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   Eastside Residents Speak Up     By Caitlin Carlson 

Safe Routes for Seniors is our latest project, with 
the goal to make it safer for seniors and the handi-
capped to get around in the Goleta Valley. It is 
made possible through grants from Measure A and 
the Santa Barbara Foundation. 
People today are living longer and staying active 
longer. In the United States, people over 65 today 
comprise 13% of the population, up from 4% in 
1900. This is estimated to increase to 19% in 2030. 
Santa Barbara has an even larger share of seniors 
because people like to retire here. 
COAST will be doing the public outreach necessary 
to create a comprehensive needs assessment for 
the County of Santa Barbara and the City of Go-
leta. This will be used when determining future 
capital projects. If you are interested in contributing 
to this project, please contact Caitlin at (805) 875-
3562 or email caitlin@coast-santabarbara.org. 

Safe Routes for Seniors  By Caitlin Carlson 

This walk is led by our Mom’s Leadership Team. We are inviting elected officials and 
the press. We will start at Cleveland, then walk down the footpath to Eucalyptus Hill, 
continue along Salinas, and will end at the Old Coast Highway. Everyone is welcome 
to join us.  

Caitlin, Ana and Baby Alicia wait for the rest of 
the team to arrive for a meeting at City Hall 

Left: We met this woman in Goleta Old Town, 
coming from the Santa Cruz Market 

Our Eastside Walks project is gain-
ing momentum. Our team of East-
side residents, mostly moms, have 
been meeting with City Council 
members, telling them about our ef-
forts to make the Eastside safer. We 
handed them a report that summa-
rizes the comments we received 
from residents. 
We are working with our group of 
moms, introducing them to the ways 
of local politics and preparing them 
for the City Council meeting in Sep-
tember when our issues will be dis-
cussed. On August 21,  we con-
ducted a power analysis led by our 
organizer Ana Rico. 
We are planning a walk on Thursday, 
September 5 at 8:30 am, starting at 
Cleveland School, to point out some 
of the dangers Eastsiders are facing 
while walking with their kids. 

 

 

 

Walk-Bike-Bus-Rail 

COAST provides advocacy, educa-
tion and outreach to improve trans-
portation options in Santa Barbara 
County, promoting rail, bus, bike, 
and pedestrian access.  

How to reach us 

COAST 

P.O. Box 2495 

Santa Barbara, CA 93120 

Phone: (805) 875-3562 

info@coast-santabarbara.org 

www.coast-santabarbara.org 

E-mail discussion list 

Participate in discussions of local 
and regional transportation issues; 
receive notices of meetings and 
events. Subscribing is free and 
easy. Just visit: 

http://groups.google.com/group/
coastsb  

COAST General Meeting 

Our General Meetings  discuss 
transportation issues affecting 
the Santa Barbara region. Meet-
ings are open to the public. Lo-
cation: 15 E. Carrillo Street, 
Santa Barbara. They are held 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, 12 noon to 1:15 pm. 
Please check our website for 
updates. 

COAST Monthly Mixer 

Please join us the second Thursday 
of each month from 5-7 PM at the El 
Paseo Restaurant in Santa Barbara. 

Walking Wednesdays 

COAST organizes monthly walk-
ing tours on the Fourth Wednes-
day of each month at 5:30 pm 
that are free and open to the 
public.   

Support COAST 

COAST depends on you to cre-
ate better transportation options 
in Santa Barbara and beyond. 
Support COAST by making a 
donation. Just use the enclosed 
envelope, or you can go to the 
COAST website. Thank you! 



A few weeks ago, as I bought a mega lotto ticket, I enjoyed a 
few minutes of fantasy about the world I would create with 
half a billion dollars or if I were king.  Maybe not a rich king 
with mega lotto money, but king just the same.  I would of 
course in my fantasy world, be the city traffic engineer. 
Imagine the power.  The ability with move people safely, mix-
ing car and bike and peds and pets and children and scooters 
and trucks and buses.   
At every corner, a safe, marked path for all to cross.  In every 
direction.  At every corner.  Safe for all. 
And signs, yes lots of signs.  And lights that flash and ads on 
the radio that remind us to be thoughtful of our neighbors for 
they might be old and slow or young and naive or deaf or 
blind or even busy on the phone.   
It would take some adjustment - just like we learned to stop 
littering and to recycle and wear a seat belt and a bike hel-
met.  People would move slow and steady and safe and re-
spect one another.  And have the time to be thoughtful - just 
like you would be if you won the lotto or were the city traffic 
engineer. 

If I were Traffic Engineer  By Brian Fahnestock 

Every four years, the Santa Barbara 
County Association of Governments 
(SBCAG) develops a long range trans-
portation plan for the next 25 to 30 
years.  The plan must eventually be 
approved by a number of agencies.  
First, it has to get the okay from the 
SBCAG Board, which includes the five 
County supervisors plus a City Council 
member from each of the eight cities.  
The plan must also convince the US 
Environmental Protection Agency that 
the region will not violate air quality 
standards for a number of different 
pollutants.  Federal and State Depart-
ments of Transportation also rely on 
the plan in order to deem projects to 
be eligible for funding from those 
sources. 

This year, in response to the new state 
law SB 375, the plan must also dem-
onstrate that it will not lead to any in-
crease in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions per capita as compared to 
2005.  This additional requirement 
would be difficult to meet through 
transportation changes alone, since 
most of the transportation project in-
vestments for the next 30 years are 
already committed in the form of the 
Measure A sales tax and other al-
ready-programmed projects – the larg-
est of which is the widening of High-

way 101 between Montecito and 
Carpinteria. 

With seemingly limited scope to reduce 
GHG emissions through investments in 
infrastructure, SBCAG is looking to-
ward changes in land use, in what is 
called the Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (SCS).  Land use strategies 
are aimed at controlling where new 
housing and new employment will be 
located in the county.  To reduce the 
recent suburban-oriented development 
patterns, new land use options are be-
ing devised that follow three main 
“smart growth” principals: locate new 
housing near where the most jobs are 
(and vice versa), locate new jobs and 
housing near transit corridors, and use 
infill development sites to the extent 
possible.  COAST will be encouraging 
SBCAG to partner with the local cities 
to implement these land use principles 
in the coming years, and to also im-
prove bus, rail, walk and bike options 
wherever possible. 

In September, SBCAG will be present-
ing the new transportation plan options 
for public comment, with a meeting 
scheduled for the Faulkner Gallery at 
the Santa Barbara library from 6-8 PM 
on Thursday, Sept 13.  We encourage 
you all to attend and make your voice 
heard. 

New Regional Long Range Transportation Plan  By Mark Bradley    Meet our new Intern 

My name is Chase Wilson and I am 
an enthusiastic 23-year-old from Enci-
nitas, California. I studied art and po-
litical science at UC Santa Barbara. 
This summer, I took a course in city 
and regional planning at UC Berkeley. 
In my free time, I  enjoy surfing, eco-
nomics, reading, bicycling, and land-
scape architecture. I am excited to join 
the team here at COAST and be a part 
of the many progressive projects they 
are taking on. I am looking forward to 
helping make our beautiful community 
more pedestrian and bike friendly and 
getting young people excited about 
where they live.  

And now—back to reality: This is the intersection at 
Carrillo and Chapala 



Plan Santa Barbara Implementation offers 
New Opportunities                    

 

Last fall, the City of Santa Barbara 
adopted a comprehensive update to 
the land use element of their general 
plan, which will guide development 
and design over the next decade. It 
was the culmination of several years 
planning, and several more of ambi-
tious community outreach, as well as 
environmental review. 

Since then, the City of Santa Barbara 
has been engaged in a series of work-
shops to devise a wide range of 
"implementing ordinances", to add 
geographic, resource and policy speci-
ficity to the much broader suite of con-
cepts articulated by Plan Santa Bar-
bara. 

One such step occurred at the down-
town Library's Faulkner Gallery on 
August 15th, when large, highly de-
tailed city wide and neighborhood 
scale parcel maps were displayed, 
and senior City planning staff helped 
answer questions and explain the im-
plications and potential of Plan Santa 
Barbara in every part of the City. 

From a COAST perspective, the op-
portunity for traffic-parking 
"experimentation" in several special 
planning areas generated real interest, 
especially when paired with potential 
innovation in "mixed use" and higher 
density "workforce housing" land uses. 
One such area includes a quadrilateral 
just above the 101 freeway, bounded 
by State Street, De la Vina, and Cota, 
where housing, mixed-use, and a vari-
ety of walk-bike-bus- limited offstreet 
parking scenarios may play out in 
coming years. 

Another is a proposed incubator that 
includes parts of East Cota and Haley 
Streets, to and around Milpas Street, 
which the City Council has authorized 
[within some limits] an area where 
flexibility in unit density, unit size, 
parking standards, and transportation 
resources can be studied carefully 
over the next 6-8 years, within Plan 
Santa Barbara. 

A third area of "special interest" is in 

the central Mesa area, where Plan 
Santa Barbara encourages new inno-
vation along Cliff Drive, and the 
neighborhoods it anchors, even as the 
City negotiates a transfer of owner-
ship-maintenance responsibilities with 
Caltrans. 

Such steps could conceivably move 
forward reform and integration, ideas 
advanced in recent years by a civic-
professional coalition known as the 
Mesa Architects, to make Cliff Drive a 
safer, more attractive arterial street, 
more inviting to pedestrians and cy-
clists, easier to cross, and more ele-
gantly landscaped. 

A fourth area involves City "Airport 
holdings" which are surrounded by the 
City of Goleta. How City lands along 
Hollister Avenue are designed and 
developed, and how their traffic-
parking-mobility needs are integrated 
with resource constraints in Goleta, at 
UCSB, and in the County's eastern 
Goleta Valley, will all be carefully con-
sidered in the next two years. 

There still is ample opportunity for in-
terested individuals and groups to 
comment on this new stage of Plan 
Santa Barbara, whether they are 
Santa Barbarans or not. Ultimately, 
all sections of Santa Barbara's Gen-
eral Plan must be rendered 
"consistent" with each other, which 
means updating existing plan ele-
ments to reflect ideas and mandates 
in the newer sections. 

That means that the City's Circulation 
Element will be updated, so it can 
match up well with the new Plan Santa 
Barbara land-use ideas, as will the 
Housing Element, the Conservation 
Element, and [eventually] the Airport, 
Harbor, and Waterfront Master Plans. 

All these hearings and element up-
dates provide tremendous opportuni-
ties to try new techniques, and pro-
mote a wider array of transportation 
alternatives. COAST members and 
supporters are encouraged to partici-
pate when and where they can. 

COAST held a Volunteer Appreciation  
BBQ this summer for our SR2S volun-
teers at Eva’s house. Here are the 
members of the Cleveland Walk to 
School Committee and some of their 
children with SR2S Coordinator Kim 
Stanley on the left. 

Welcome Nancy Eckert! 

Nancy is our new Assistant SR2S Coor-
dinator. She was born and raised in 
Goleta, CA.  She attended Cal Poly 
State University, San Luis Obispo 
where she earned her Bachelor's/
Teaching Credential and Master's de-
grees in Education. 

She has worked in the field of Educa-
tion for many years including Elemen-
tary classroom teaching, Elementary 
Physical Education, designing and 
teaching a tri county Recycling Educa-
tion program, and she has worked as a 
program coordinator and instructor for 
English as a Second Language 
schools.  Over the last 20 years Nancy 
has been coaching girls softball.  She 
runs a program that includes pitching 
instruction at all levels, skills clinics, all-
star support, running club teams, and 
conducting individual lessons.  

Nancy's passion for cycling is evident in 
the miles and types of riding she does.  
She is a regular ride leader for Neon 
Girls, and talks about biking and bicycle 
touring whenever possible.  Combining 
her passion for two wheeled independ-
ence and empowering children is her 
ideal work.   

By Lee Moldaver 

COAST appreciates Cleveland’s 

Walk to School Committee 
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P.O. Box 2495 

Santa Barbara, CA 93120 

Raise Money for COAST 

when you shop online! 

It’s free! Just click on the 
“Shop to support COAST” 
button on the COAST web-
site and you will find almost 
700 stores, including Home 
Depot, Amazon.com, Target, 
Best Buy, E-Bay, Nord-
strom’s and many more. 
When you go through the i-
give portal, these stores will 
donate a percentage of your 
purchase to COAST. 

We thank our  Individual Supporters 

 

  

We thank these people who joined COAST or renewed their support during the past 
three months: Debbie Castanha, Brian Fahnestock, Sherrie Fisher, Ken Hough, 
Owen Patmor & Doris Phinney, Vicky Blum, Joan & Bill Murdoch, John Sonquist, 
Dennis Thomson, Betty Wells, Deborah Winant, Alice Post Amspoker, Frank 
Schmidt, Nancy Murdock, Gary Gray, Jessica Scheeter, Mary Raven, Brad Fiedel, 

Kim Stanley, Ruth Hochman, Robert Adams, Ashleigh Brilliant, Robert Magnuson. 

COAST’s Fall Gathering is October 11! 

We thank our Major Supporters 

 

 

Please join us for our major fundraiser of the year, featuring the Barry 
Siegel Award, at the beautiful Inn of the Spanish Garden! 

Thursday, October 11, 5-7 pm.  
Watch your e-mail for your personal invitation or visit our website! 

We thank the McCune Foundation,  the Social Justice Fund of Ventura, the Santa 
Barbara Foundation, the Fund for Santa Barbara, the Orfalea Foundation, the 
Southern California Gas Company and the Goleta Valley Cycling Club for support-
ing our major projects. Further thanks go to our business sponsors, Deckers Outdoor 

Corp, Allen Associates and Citrix Online. 

Walking Wednesday Season Finale 
                                                                                    

2012 has been the best year 
yet for our Walking Wednes-
days program. Our walkers 
learned a new thing about 
Santa Barbara at every walk, 
from UCSB’s exciting sustain-
ability projects, to how the ge-
ography of Santa Barbara 
shaped its architecture, to the 
rich and unique history of the 
Mission Canyon area. We are 
so  thankful for the knowledge-
able and friendly speakers who 
have led these walks, and to 
Allen Associates for sponsor-
ing Walking Wednesdays! 

Our last walk of the season will be a Green Building Walk led by Dennis Allen on 

September 26. Check our website for details! 


