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NEWS
Measure D Renewal Education
In 1989, Santa Barbara voters passed the half-cent sales tax known as Measure D, which has been used to build and maintain roads and
sidewalks in all parts of the county. Measure D is set to expire in 2010, so a new measure will be put to the voters this November. The new
plan will continue the current Measure D program for 30 years, and will expand it by a quarter-cent in order to deal effectively with regional
traffic congestion and provide a more balanced transportation system.

How Do We Compare?

County Sales Tax by Expenditure Type

The chart at the right shows that the existing Santa
Barbara county tax is much different than any of the 12
tax measures that were on State ballots in 2004. With
70% (local share) going directly to local cities, very little
money has remained to be spent towards regional
solutions. The nine counties where voters approved a
sales tax in 2004 contained more balanced plans, with
funds going towards a mix of roads, transit, bike and
pedestrian projects, as well as local roads. The three
counties where voters rejected the tax were generally
those put the highest percentage toward new highway
projects (regional highway). The SBCAG polls found
that Santa Barbara county voters also prefer a more
balanced mix of solutions, in the North County as well
as on the South Coast.

PASSED IN 2004
Santa Clara
Alameda
San Diego
Sacramento
San Bernardino
Marin
Regional transit

Contra Costa

Regional bike/pedestrian

San Mateo

Regional highway

Sonoma

Local share

FAILED IN 2004
Santa Cruz
Solano
Ventura
Santa Barbara (existing)
Santa Barbara (proposed)
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CoastalRailNow
Passage of Measure D 2006 Can Get Trains Rolling
Over the years since our county’s ½ cent transportation sales tax was established (1989) local jurisdictions received 70% of the revenue and spent
92% of it on roads. In a tax study done by UC Berkeley, Santa Barbara County was spotlighted for what I just described, and how this schema
prevented regional needs from being addressed.
Regional needs have been all about the roads, but with less than 30% of revenue available, even that’s suffered. The whole dynamic has changed
now, and with the advocacy of Coastal Rail Now, commuter rail has become a viable player at the table.
The latest version of our sales tax measure that will likely be on the ballot in November is a breath of fresh air for supporters of transportation
alternatives. In the southern part of the County, where adding a lane to the 101 may approach $1Billion when completed in 15-20 years, commuter rail
is looking more and more like a bargain.
(continued on page three)
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Safe Routes to School
Program is Flourishing
Spring is a busy time. We coordinated Bike to School Day at these 12 South Coast schools:
Brandon
Mountain View
Ellwood
La Colina

Overflowing bike racks at Foothill school

Goleta Valley JH
Monte Vista
Foothill
San Marcos High School

Hope
Vieja Valley
Goleta Family School
Washington

The City of Santa Barbara, Traffic Solutions, the Air Pollution Control District and COAST itself all
contributed prizes for children. COAST dropped these off at the offices of participating schools. In spite of
the drizzly weather, the kids would not be deterred, and the bike racks were overflowing. San Marcos High
School participated for the first time ever. Three lovely young ladies from the student leadership class
greeted 32 bikers who were very pleased to receive water bottles or Frisbees donated by the APCD, as
well as Bike Week t-shirts from Traffic Solutions.
Further, COAST’s spring safety trainings are in full swing, including safety presentations, bike rodeos and
helmet fitting, all coordinated by COAST. These 4 schools are signed up for the spring: Monte Vista,
Brandon, Mountain View and Foothill. More schools have made reservations for the fall season. In short,
COAST’s Safe Routes to School program is alive and well and growing. If you have a child in school, find
out if the school is involved in SR2S activities. If not, contact Eva Inbar, eva_inbar@cox.net to get started.
We want every child in Santa Barbara to take part in this exciting program.

Disparity in transit
ridership in North County
and South Coast is such
that it cannot be shown
on the same graph!

Unmet Transit Needs
Transit Needs Finally Acknowledged
In the last 5 years COAST has been gathering information about transit needs in North County,
where there is no independent transit agency comparable to South Coast's MTD. In North
County bus service is contracted out by individual jurisdictions and three of them (Lompoc, Santa
Maria and the County) divert about 50% of their State transit funds ($3.5 million diverted in 2005)
to road maintenance under the pretense that "there are no unmet transit needs reasonable to
meet". The Unmet Transit Needs hearings at SBCAG continue to bring more attention to this
diversion of transit funds.
Jesus Estrada, a champion for Mixtec farmworkers and their families, noted the pressing need to
improve bus service for Junior High, High School and Hancock College students. Natalia
Bautista spoke on behalf of a group of Mexican mothers about the difficulties that their children
have in going to school every morning: long walks to the bus stop; one-hour headways; wrong
schedule timing. Her children take the 6:50 am bus and arrive to school 45 minutes before
classes start; if they take the next bus they arrive late.
A large group organized by Pueblo and led by Rafaela Moreno arrived with signs demanding
better service and listing the challenges: long headways; buses stop running at 5:30 pm;
and unlit and dangerous bus tops. Harley Agustino challenged the SBCAG Board to ride the bus
for a week, or even for one day, and report back if the service met THEIR needs.
In response to popular demand, transit services are improving and ridership increasing. A North
County Transit Plan is under way and hope springs eternal.
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Trains Rolling (continued from cover)
The consultant hired to craft the new tax measure realized the local jurisdictions wouldn’t give up their 70% share but
mistakenly placed most of the road projects in Part A (1/2 cent) of the plan, and most of the alternatives in Part B (1/4 cent).
This sparked the formation of a coalition of groups that include COAST and CoastalRailNow www.coastalrailnow.org The
result was a surprising move by the County to combine the new tax measures A & B into one (1) ¾ cent measure. This will,
if passed by the electorate, give alternatives over 40% of the sales tax revenue, and fully fund the proposed commuter rail
program.

Dennis Story, CoastalRailNow
Chair, at COAST’s Earth Day
booth

Provided our ¾ cent tax measure gets on the ballot in November, and 2/3 of the electorate see fit to vote for it, we’ll be able
to have our commuter rail service up and running within the estimated 4-5 years and turn the corner on transportation
domination by the road. Transportation consultant Paul Dyson has made numerous trips here to meet with our group and
help us craft a commuter rail plan. Additionally, the Santa Barbara City Council has formed a commuter rail sub-committee,
which Paul is working closely with to develop a business plan for commuter rail. Now we need to campaign for passage of
Measure D 2006.

Measure D Renewal Education (continued from cover)
How to Spend $1.6 Billion: The Nuts & Bolts
Measure D
Modal Distribution

Measure D
Geographic Distribution
North County
$649 Million

41%
101 Widening
$140 Million

9%
15%

Countywide
Shared
$232 Million

35%

A recent SBCAG poll
found that county
residents see traffic
congestion as the most
urgent problem that local
government needs to
solve.

South County
$554 Million

Why we should not just build more roads:
The recent SBCAG 101 in Motion study reached a consensus among a
wide spectrum of stakeholder groups, concluding that new road capacity
alone will not solve long term congestion problems in the 101 corridor,
and that just accommodating more cars on the freeway will add to
congestion in local streets and parking lots. A broad package of
solutions is needed, including a new highway lane, commuter rail
service, expanded bus service, bicycle facilities, safe walking routes to
schools, and carpool and telecommuting incentives. With the North
County growing so fast, similar solutions will be needed there during the
30-year life of the measure.
The government will keep its promises:
Unlike the current measure, the proposed new Measure D includes a
Citizens’ “Watchdog Committee” that will monitor how the tax money is
used. It also requires a 4/5 majority of the SBCAG Board to change the
expenditure plan in the future. With those provisions, we are confident
that the money will be used in the way that the voters approve.

Local Flexible
Funds
$608 Million

Local Alternative
Transportation
$179 Million

39%
11%
17%
33%

Highways
$266 Million

Regional Alternative
Transportation
$522 Million

It is Worth It:
The proposed new tax provides the “best of both worlds”, allowing the
cities to continue providing the level of maintenance that voters are now
used to, while also allowing the county to fund regional solutions. We
cannot do both at the current half-cent level.
While no one enjoys paying taxes, there are some (such as this one)
where the benefits far outweigh the cost. For just an additional 8 cents
per resident per day (on average) such benefits include:
• Continued maintenance and improvement of local streets,
sidewalks and bike paths
• A faster, cleaner, more fuel-efficient, and more equitable
transportation system
• A sustainable long term reduction of traffic and congestion on
local streets and highways
• A local economy that is more accessible to workers and less
vulnerable to energy prices

New at COAST

New Board member
Soumil Mehta

Recent Additions

Board Members Dick Axilrod
and Jan Atkins at Earth Day

Board Members
Board of Directors:
Mark Bradley, President
Eva Inbar, Vice President
Alex Pujo, Secretary
Dick Axilrod, Treasurer
Dennis Story, CoastalRailNow
Jan Atkins
Grant House
Rick Margolin
Soumil Mehta
Lee Moldaver
Advisory Board:
Steve Maas
Jonathan Maguire
Jessica Scheeter
Barry Siegel
Executive Director:
Katharine Bechtel

We have three new Board members at COAST. Richard Axilrod is a long-time resident of Santa
Barbara and a well-known face to local non-profits. Rick Margolin is the Associate Director of Energy
Independence Now. Soumil Mehta, a recent graduate of UCSB, is already an experienced transit
advocate.
We welcome Debbie Castanha as our new Safe Routes to School coordinator. As a parent and current
SR2S champion at Monte Vista School, Debbie, brings a wealth of experience to the job. We look
forward to a year of growth for our successful SR2S program. To become involved with SR2S, please email info@coast-santabarbara.org.

Special Thanks to the McCune Foundation
In May, COAST was awarded a generous grant from the McCune Foundation. The grant will support
COAST’s coordinating role in the Coalition for a Fair Measure D, which worked for a balanced sales
tax measure and is currently embarking on a public education campaign. We want to ensure that,
come Election Day, every resident of Santa Barbara County is able and motivated to make a welleducated decision regarding the renewal of Measure D. COAST, as a member of the Coalition for a
Fair Measure D, played an instrumental role in the crafting of a fair, balanced and multi-modal
allocation of funds with the new Measure D’s expenditure plan.

The COASTERS
Here are the five members of COAST fearsome bike team. We are
participating in the Team Bike Challenge this year. To find out how
we are doing, go to: www.teambikechallenge.com

