SAMPLE LETTER

Coalition for Sustainable Transportation
Safe Routes to School Coordinator

P.O. Box 2495
Santa Barbara, CA 93120
Dear Coalition for Sustainable Transportation and Safe Routes to School partners,

(FILL IN SCHOOL NAME) wishes to become part of the Safe Routes to School program (SR2S), coordinated by the Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST) and involving the efforts of 20 community partners and agencies including law enforcement, the City of Santa Barbara, the PTA Safety Committee, Partnership for Fit Youth and more. I understand that SR2S focuses on traffic problems associated with access to schools and that the goal is to reduce the number of vehicle accidents and injuries and promote bicycling and walking as a healthy transportation choice. 

I understand that participating schools form SR2S "School Teams" including parents, neighbors, PTA, and teachers, which will organize activities and events and which will work with law enforcement and Public Works to map the suggested routes to school and identify access problems. To supplement information gained by a school site visit, I will direct teachers to conduct simple student hand-counts for one week so that we know how our students are arriving to school and so we can track changes over time. The School Team will coordinate the distribution of "Walkability Checklists" so students can record problems along their route to school. I understand that SR2S partners offer on-site bicycle safety instruction and will make free or low cost helmets available to students by my request. 

In addition to helping to relieve traffic (which is at an all time high), I am excited about the potential for this Safe Routes to School Program because walking and bicycling increase the physical and mental health of children. This is an opportunity for schools, communities and local agencies to work together to promote safe, healthy lifestyles and reduce traffic in school zones.

I am pleased to support and participate in the Safe Routes to School Program.

Sincerely,

(FILL IN PRINCIPAL’S NAME)
